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The committee and beneficiaries of the 2007 Boardmeeting Corporate 
Surf Event would sincerely like to thank all the people and businesses
who helped make this year’s event such a huge success. 
Your involvement and generosity has helped many local handicapped 
kids and their families enjoy a happier and more fulfilling life.
Major Sponsors and Supporters
Bennett Carroll Solicitors, Mark Skinner Advertising, Sunshine Coast Daily,
HotFM, Zee Wetsuits, Kawana Surf Club, Kawana Hotel, Kwik Kopy, World
Surfaris, Kook Multi-media, Mike Belnap and Ian Portingale.

Teams
Mark Skinner Advertising, Coastal Fasteners, Kook Multi-media, Sunshine 
Coast Daily, HotFM, RCQ, Wave Group, IPA Personnel/Caloundra High,
Cathodic Diecasting, North Surveys, McGees Property Group, Bellissimo 
of Mooloolaba, Caloundra Surf Shop, Kwik Copy, Dinstarr Developments/
Northshore Boardriders, Definium, Only 1 Real Estate, Teys Strata, Bubs 
Baby Shop/Beerwah High, Neumann Contractors, DB Construct, Sunshine 
Coast Yacht Sales, Glendale Homes, Kawana Boardriders, Smart Choice 
Homes, Plumbers Queensland, Dr Karen and Sean Redman, World Surfaris.

Prizes, Auction Items and Donations
Christo Surfboards, Bob Cooper and Inside Edge Surf, NaPapa
Surfboards, Tony O’Connor and Studio Horizon, Bubs Baby
Shop, Nola Wilson and Family, NAB and Layne Beachley,
Billabong, Quicksilver, Oakley, Quiver Caddy, Sunshine Coast
Surf Schools, Australian Surf Lifeguard Academy, Annette Sims,
Caloundra City Council, Coastal Watch, Mapleton Observatory,
Mark Skinner Advertising and Redcliffe Wildlife Rescue, Stuart
Scott and Noosa Surfing the 60’s, Move Me DVD’s, Australia
Zoo, Mark Visser, Julian Wilson, Chris Vermeulen, Matt Hayden,
Hayden Kenny, Hummingbird Native Design, Nerada Tea,
One Group Organics, Clint Robinson, Webster and Wood,
Sunshine Coast News, Pacific Longboarder, Surfing Life,
Tracks, Former Origin Greats, Caloundra Surf Shop and 
Michael Peterson, Toyota and North Qld Cowboys, Nat Young,
Sean Redman Fitness, Holden and Peter Robinson, Kelly 
Slater, Bob McTavish, Mark Warren, Maroochy River Cabins,
Phil Avalon and Liquid Bridge.
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6.65%
p.a.

Business WebSavings Account™.

To make the move, drop into your local branch
or Business Banking Centre, visit boq.com.au or
call 1300 PERSON (73 77 66).

With a Bank of Queensland Business WebSavings Account™, you’ll get:

• 6.60%p.a. on the full balance of $10,000 or more
and 6.65%p.a. on $100,000 or more

• Easy access to your money through BOQ Internet
Banking and branches, and no monthly fee

There’s no catches, complications or connections to other
accounts. Try us out, we really want your business.

A great rate doesn’t have
to mean locking away
your business savings.
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THE booming Australian dollar has
shaved almost one quarter off the va-
lue of agricultural exports, a new sur-
vey shows.

The value of the Australian dollar
grew 6.7% last month, the latest West-
pac-NFF Commodity Index indicates.

Prices for international agriculture
products fell 3.6% in October, but were
17.9% up on the same time last year.

“Aside from the drought, a major
risk now for Australian farmers is that
a higher Australian dollar (AUD) will
continue to erode some of the poten-
tial gains from strong world prices,”
the report found.

“The real effect of a strengthening
AUD can be seen clearly through the ...
index that demonstrates a 17.9% lift in
the past year in AUD terms yet by
40.5% in USD terms.

“This suggests that in essence the
rising AUD has shaved 22.6% off the va-
lue of Australian agricultural ex-
ports.”

The booming biofuel industry is a
key driver behind rising world prices
for agricultural produce.

Robust economic growth in South-
East Asia and China are also fuelling
prices, as those nations drift away
from cereal-based diets to include
more animal protein and horticulture
consumption.

Compared with the previous month,
global prices in October increased for
1.6% for barley and 4% for wool.

Dairy prices dropped 7.5%, canola
dipped half a percentage point, wheat
decreased 5.8%, beef fell 4.2%, sugar
lost 3.8% and cotton was down 1.8%.

— AAP

ERODING PROFITS: The strong Australian dollar has impacted heavily on farmers,
including dairy, beef, sugar and wheat. PHOTO: WARREN LYNAM/161648N

Farm profit
eroded by
dollar surge
Biofuel boom driving rising prices

BOSSES are giving their workers ex-
tra leave and even airline tickets in-
stead of wage increases to retain staff
in a tight labour market, a report into
collective workplace agreements has
found.

The report into 240 work sites, com-
piled by the University of Sydney’s
Workplace Research Centre, found
that skills shortages in the health,
mining and manufacturing industries,
in particular, had prompted employers
to offer more innovative leave condi-
tions.

An author of the study, Larissa Bam-
berry, said collective agreements gave

employers flexibility without the need
for Australian Workplace Agreements
(AWAs).

“Collective agreements have at least
as much flexibility as AWAs,” she said.

In the report, one health insurance
sector agreement allowed employees
to sacrifice their annual leave loading
so they could take five weeks of leave
at 100% of normal pay instead of four
weeks at 125% of normal wages.

Dr Bamberry said a childcare centre
in a remote part of South Australia
was even offering its staff, who had
been employed for two years, return
airline tickets twice a year. — AAP

Bosses trade conditions
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